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FATHERLESS CHILDREN1
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THE presence of a wise and affectionate father gives to the child
a sense of security in his life, a control upon which he can rest
and within which he can adventure, an ideal towards which he
can hopefully strive. When father and mother are loving and
united in the home, the child can reach out to independence and
a life of his own, and yet keep an intimate awareness of mutual
affection and mutual need.

No one could read Miss Sharpe's2 description of the healthily
developing child, in the happy possession of both parents, with-
out feeling a painful sense of the sad fate of so many children
to-day. For vast numbers of children, the loss of the father is
added to all the strain, confusion and suffering of war, of ruined
homes and divided families. The foundations of life have been
uprooted, and society destroyed. Little is left that is secure and
good in their worlds.

How important it is for those who seek to help these bereaved
and bewildered children, to know what such a loss amid the
terrible upheaval of the world means to the minds of the children!
Difficult as may be the task of supplying food, cleanliness and
medical care to the fatherless and homeless children of Europe
to-day, it is simple when compared with the educational and
psychological problem. To help these children overcome the
evil effects of the last six years requires a deep knowledge of what
six years of war and the spectacle of a world in ruins may do to
their feelings and their ideals. We cannot find how to help them
without such understanding.

In this booklet, however, we are considering in particular what
the death of a father may mean to his children, whether in peace
or war. Even when the background of life remains secure, the
loss of the father's affectionate guidance may lead to far-reaching
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